THE   COUP   D'ETAT

The Officers in Command, surprised by what had been
done,  kept  their  word  to  oppose the handing over.
Therefore  Col.  Armentia of the Artillery and  others
came out into the street to protest, intending not to obey
orders given them by the new Commander of the Base.
The  Falangist  organisation in  Cartagena,  which un-
doubtedly knew what was happening, also took advantage
of this moment of confusion to come out in the streets,
and in a short time had called together a nucleus of
Fascists, not only supporters of Franco, but also that great
mass of undesirables who are always to be found following
the winning side.  In these circumstances Col. Armentia
and the few men who followed him soon found themselves
surrounded by a crowd of rebel civilians.  At the same
time, a Regiment of Marines rebelled. This state of things
was taken advantage of by the Falangists, who took
possession of the naval broadcasting station, sent out word
of what was happening and asked for reinforcements from
Cadiz to consolidate their position.   They got possession
of a great part of the town, including forts and batteries.
According to information which is in my hands, it does
not appear true that Col. Armentia joined the Falangist
rising. Quite sincerely, I do not believe it. This magnifi-
cent officer, whom I had had under me as Officer in
Charge of Artillery when I took command of the Army
in Andalusia a few months before this, was incapable of
any act of disloyalty to the Republic, which he had
defended with grand enthusiasm ever since its foundation.
Probably this officer committed suicide when he realised